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THE GOSPEL OF JOHN. 

JESUS MANIFESTED AS THE SON OF GOD. 

Studies 
By William R. Harper and George S. Goodspeed, 

Yale University. 



§ 5. Chapter 8 : 12-30. 
1. The Scripture Material : 

1) V. 12. Then said Jesus, I am the world's light, and will lead my followers ta 
the light. 

2) vs. 13, 14. When the Pharisees object that his testimony depends on himself 
alone, he replies, For all that, I testify truly since I know, as you do not, the 
past and the future of my life. 

3) vs. 15, 16. You judge from what you see ; I judge not, though if I do, I judge 
rightly, since the Father is with me. 

4) vs. 17, 18. Your law accepts a thing as true on two men's testimony ; to my- 
self I and the Father testify. 

5) v. 19. They ask to see his Father, he replies, You do not know me or the 
Father ; they who know me know Him. 

6) v. 20. Thus spoke he in the temple treasury, unmolested, for his hour was 
not come. 

7) v. 21. Then he added, I go where you cannot come; you shall die in your sins 
without finding me. 

8) v. 22. The Jews reply, He will kill himself, and so keep us from him. 

9) vs. 23, 24. He says, You belong to the lower, I to the higher life ; you must 
die sinners if you do not believe that it is I. 

10) vs. 25-27. They answer, Who, pray? He says, The same one as before; 
though I might say much about you, I speak the message of Him that is true. 
(They miss his reference to the Father.) 

11) vs. 28, 29. Then he adds, When you have lifted me up, you shall know that 
it is I, that I depend on the Father in all I do and say. He is always with me, 
for I always obey him. 

12) v. 30. Many believe on him at these words. 
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2. "The Father is Always with Me": Jesus continues, 
saying, " In me is the revelation of the Father, that men need ; 
to follow me is to live the enlightening life. Do you deny the 
truth of what I say, because I alone testify to it ? But my testi- 
mony is sufficient, because it is that of one who knows where he 
has been and where he is to be. You who know neither of these 
things cannot impeach my testimony — you, whose estimate of 
testimony is so superficial. Should I judge, it would be in har- 
mony with the Father, and hence according to the truth. Why, 
I have two witnesses, for the Father testifies with me. You do 
not see Him ? Of course not, — you do not know who I am ; 
how, then, can you know Him?" Though speaking thus in the 
temple-treasury, Jesus cannot be harmed before his time, and 
soon he proceeds, " You will die, as you have lived, in your sin, 
because I go where you who are of the world cannot come, and 
yet, in ME you must believe, to have life. You mock and ask r 
' Who am I ? ' I would not waste words upon you — much as I 
might say in judgment of you — but I am commissioned to deliver 
a message to men from the One who is true." (As they do not 
understand him as speaking of the Father, he adds,) " You will 
come to know ME, when you have lifted me up, and that it is 
the Father on whom I depend, who taught me what to tell you. 
He is always with me, for I always do His pleasure." 

This sermon moves many to believe on him. 

3. Re-examination of the Material : 
1. Words and Phrases: 

1) Unto them (v. 12), cf. 7 : 25, 32-36. 

2) light 0/ the -worlds (a) i. e. since he in a unique sense (b) gives men the knowledge they 
need, (c) in revealing the Father to them ; (d) note the universal element. 

3) / know -whence, etc. (v. 14), (a) i. e. from the presence and life of the Father ; (b) con- 
sider the consciousness which Jesus had of his past. 

4) whither I go, (a) i. e. to the Father; (b) consider his consciousness of the future. 

5) I judge no man (v. 15), either (a) that is not my business, or (b) I judge not individ- 
uals as such, or (c) I judge not on my own responsibility, (d) though my presence and 
work mean judgment to some. 

6) shall seek me (v. 21), what kind of seeking ? 

7) from beneath (v. 23), cf. the parallel phrase of this world, which defines the meaning 
■ of this. 

8) that I am he (v. 24), (a) the emphasis is on I, (b) cf . margin, (c) calls attention to the 
unique importance of himself. 

9) who art thou (v. 25), does this question rise from (a) ignorance, (b) desire for knowledge, 
(c) malicious design, (d) scorn of his humble position ? 

10) even that which, etc. (a) i. e. my manifestation from the first has been the same ; (b) 
but cf. Marg. for a better translation ; (c) how explain this unwillingness to speak ? 

11) tkey perceived not, etc. (v. 27), (a) i. e. they had not recognized the allusions to the 
Father throughout the discussion, cf. vs. 21, 23, 26; (b) how did the writer know this? 

12) lifted up (v. 28), (a) note the ambiguous meaning ; (b) what is the reference ? (c) what 
would they understand ? 
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13) son of man, i. e. as I seem to you, who judge " according to the flesh.'' 

14) taught me, when ? cf. v. 26. 

15) believed on hint (v. 30), in what sense ? 

2. Connections of Thought : 

1) Again therefore* etc. (v. 12), (a) having routed the Scribes and Pharisees (v. 9), he 
there/ore goes to teaching again, or (b) (if 7 : 53—8 : n does not belong here), because 
the effort to arrest him had failed (7 : 45, 46), he therefore proceeds with the address of 
7 : 37» 38. 

2) the Pharisees therefore said, etc. (v. 13), he has made the positive assertion about him- 
self (v. 12), and so they reply, (a) you are the sole authority for it, (b) you cannot prove 
it on your own authority, (c) it is a lie. 

3) vs. 14-19- The course of thought is (a) either I am deceived about my statement (of v. 
12), or you cannot see light when it shines, (b) but I know myself thoroughly, and you 
do not (v. 14), (c) you are blind to things as they are (v. 15), (d) while I have the 
Father's insight (v. 16), (e) He is my second witness (vs. 17, 18), (f) unable to see me, 
you must fail to see Him. 

4) and no man, etc. (v. 20), though he spoke boldly, and in so public a place, yet no man, 
etc. 

5) he said therefore, etc. (v. 21), (a) i. e. since he was unmolested, he was therefore free 
to continue, etc., (b) does this imply the close connection in time and thought of vs. 12- 
19 and vs. 21-30 ? (c) note the logical relation of v. 21 to the preceding— you deny my 
manifestation of the Father, and that involves my near departure to Him. 

6) and shall die, etc. i. e. and yet shall die, for all your seeking. 

7) for except ye believe, etc. (v. 24), (a) i. e. I made so unqualified a statement about your 
dying in sin, because the orily escape from so dying is to believe in me, (b) implying that 
they will not believe ? 

8) vs. 25^, 26, the order of thought is — (a) what is the use of saying more to you ? (b) (v. 
26^ is parenthetical), I could say much in condemnation of you, (c) (the thought returns 
to 25^), though words to you seem hardly worth while, yet He is worthy to be believed, 
and He has given me a message to the world to which you belong. 

9) fesus therefore said, etc. (v. 28), i. e. (a) because they had failed to catch the reference 
of all his words to the Father, (b) he therefore tells them (c) that it is the Father's word 
he brings, (d) that the Father's presence and favor are always with him (v. 29). 

10) for I do always, etc. (v. 29), (a) i, e. He is always with me, because I obey him always, 

(b) note the condition of the Father's presence with Jesus, (c) is it also a sign that He* 
is always present with him ? (d) light on Jesus' personality ? 

11) as he s^ake, etc. (v. 30), (a) these last words or the whole discourse ? (b) what especial 
motive to believe was contained therein ? 

3. Historical Points: 

Your law (v. 17), consider the attitude Jesus assumes toward the law. 

4. Manners and Customs : 

1) The light (v. r 2 ), note (a) a probable allusion to the ceremony at the Feast, (b) the orig 
inal basis for this ceremony, Ex. 13 : 21, 22, (c) Jesus' application of all to himself. 

2) the treasury (v. 20), study the position and points connected with this place in the 
Temple. 

5. Comparison of Material : 

1) Shall have the light of life (v. 12), cf. Mt. s : 14 for similar teaching. 

2) Study the relation of this section to Ch. 5 : 19-47, noting (a) the similar teachings, (b) 
the advance in boldness and fullness of statement here. 

6. Literary Data: 

1) Mark instances of parallelism, e. g. v. 23, etc. 

2) Note (a) familiar words, " light," " witness," " world," etc., (b) lamiliar modes of ex- 
pression and methods of narration, (c) the Jewish elements in the section in their bear- 
ing on the authorship, (d) marks of an eye-witness. 

7. Review: 

With the results of the *" re-examination," the student may review the material of 1 and 2, 

23 
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4. Religious Teaching : Jesus presents liimself on his own 
■most competent testimony as our Light in life, the sole revealer of 
God and leader to God. Shall our wilful ignorance give the lie to 
his clear knowledge of the truth of this fact ? On the one side 
darkness and blindness, on the other side light and life. These are 
the alternatives depending on whether we will believe that He is. 



§ 6. Chapter 8 : 3i~59- 
The Scripture Material : 

1) Vs. 31, 32. Jesus tells the " Jews," who believe him, Live by my words and 
you will know truth, and be made free by it. 

2) v. 33. They reply, Descended from Abraham, we have never been slaves. 
How do you promise us freedom ? 

3) vs. 34, 35. He answers, He who sins, is sin's slave ; and a son, not a slave, 
has a permanent place in the household. 

4) v. 36. So, freed by the Son, your freedom shall be real. 

5) v. 37. Though Abraham's seed, you would kill me, because my word is not 
acceptable to you. 

6) v. 38. I act in harmony with my Father's character ; you with yours. 

7) vs.. 39, 40. To their claim of Abraham as their father, he says, Show his 
spirit, then, not try to kill one who speaks the truth to you as I do. 

8) v. 41. You are like your father. They answer, We are lawful sons. God is 
our father. 

9) v. 42. He replies, If so, you would love me, his representative. 

10) v. 43. You do not grasp my meaning, because you cannot accept my teaching. 

11) vs. 44, 45. Your father is the devil, a murderer and the first begetter of lies ; 
hence you imitate him and reject my true word. 

12) vs. 46, 47. You cannot prove me a sinner. Why not believe me then? It is 
because you are not from God. 

13) v. 48. The " Jews " reply, We do well to call you a Samaritan and a demoniac. 

14) vs. 49, 50. But I am not, he answers. You insult me when I exalt the Father. 
I am not self-seeking, as the watchful judge knows. 

X S) v - S 1, Be assured that to obey my word is to never die. 

16) vs. 52, S3- They say, Only a demoniac would speak so. Abraham and the 
prophets are dead. You are not greater than they. 

17) vs. 54, 55. Says he, I am not boasting. The Father honors me. Your claim 
to know him is as false as would be my claim not to know him. 

18) v. 56. Your father Abraham saw my coming with joy. 

19) vs. 57, 58. They answer, A young man like you having seen Abraham I He 
replies, Before his birth, I am. 

20) v. 59. They would like to stone him, but he disappears. 



2. " Obey my Word : In It alone is your Salvation : " 

Jesus says to " Jews," who accepted his teaching as true, " Stand 
faithfully by my teaching, and you will have freedom." They 
reply, " We are free born sons of Abraham, not slaves, to need 
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freedom." "You are sinners," he says, "and therefore slaves, 
without a permanent place in God's household. That place you 
can obtain only when the Son gains for you sonship. You are 
not sons of Abraham, or you would not seek to kill me." They 
retort, " Do not cast a slur on our descent ; if you are talking 
about spiritual relationships, we are sons of God. " He answers, 
" But you are not such, for you reject me whom He has sent. 
You misunderstand my remarks on these points, because you 
cannot accept my fundamental teachings. Your deeds show 
that you are the children of the devil, who is a murderer and the 
father of lies. Even while you cannot prove a charge of sin 
against me, you will not hear the truth from me. That shows 
who is your father." " We have good reason," say the " Jews," 
" to disown you as a Samaritan and a demoniac." He replies, 
" I leave to my Father my defence against these insults. I do 
not need to boast — only know this, that there is no death to him 
who obeys me." They answer, " This settles what you are, 
claiming to be superior in the matter of death to Abraham and 
the prophets, who are dead ! " " As I said," he responds, " I 
leave my defence to my Father, whom I know and obey, as you 
do not ; this is true, however, Abraham rejoiced at my coming." 
— " So this young man has seen Abraham, has he ? " He 
answers, " Before he was born, I am." They would have killed 
him, but he escapes them. 



3. Re-examination of the Material : 
I. Words and Phrases: 

1) Jews (v. 31), i. e. those who sympathized with the hierarchy. 

a) believed him, (a) not " accepted him," as in v. 30, but (b) believed that he spoke truth, 

(c) for the special truth they believed cf . vs. 21-29, especially that of his relation to the 

Father. 

3) ye abide in my word, (a) note that " ye " is emphatic, why ? (b) consider the figure in 
" abide " and its meaning, (c) what is the " word " referred to ? cf . vs. 21-29. 

4) tke truth (v. 32), i. e. (a) the special, fundamental truth of Jesus' mission, or (b) truth 
in general. 

5) free, (a) not civil and national freedom as they expected, but (b) spiritual emancipation 
from (1) their own notions of God and His will, (2) positive sinfulness. 

6) seek to kill me (v. 37), does he refer (a) to the present feeling of those of v. 31, or (b) to 
the party with which they sympathized, or (c) to the issue of the spirit they manifest ? 

7) v. 38, study carefully the marginal reading, and decide as to which reading suits the 
course of thought better. 

8) not born of fornication (v. 41), i. e. either (a) our nation has never deserted God for 
idols, as a wife her husband, or (b) our right to be legitimate sons of Abraham is sure, 
cast no reflections on it. 

9) my speech (v. 43), i. e. such simple statements as I am here making to you. 

xo) cannot hear my word, i. e. (a) wilful service of sin prevents you, (b) from accepting my 
teaching as a whole, my message, my revelation of the Father. 
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n) say we not well (v. 48), note the reference to the epithets commonly applied to him. 
12) Samaritan, (a) reference to his Samaritan ministry ? (b) for a different explanation, cf. 
Edersheim, Life of Jesus, vol. II., p. 174. 

2. Connections of Thought: 

1) Jesus therefore, etc. (v. 31), His former sermon having moved many to accept him, he 
would speak^o those who were less heartily persuaded, and therefore said, etc. 

2) and have never yet been, etc. (v. 33), i. e. and so have never, etc., (a) as descendants 
of Abraham, we are sons of a freeman, (b) to whom special privileges are given, (c) 
hence we have never been made slaves, (d) no reference to political freedom. 

3) if therefore the Son, etc. (v. 36), study the whole "parable," (a) the slave's position in 
a household is not secure, the son's is secure, (b) you are slaves and must be sons to be 
secure in God's household, (c) the Son can obtain sonship for you (cf. 1 : 12), (d) there- 
fore his work of liberation is permanent and complete. 

4) because my word, etc. (v. 37), i. e. (a) since what I have taught you and you have 
believed is not permitted to become a part of your life, to rule you, (b) you want to get 
rid of me who require this submission (cf. v. 31). 

5) but because I say the truths etc. (v. 45), i. e. (a) you are the devil's children, and he is 
the father of lies and liars, but I am different, (b) and it is because I deal in truth, while 
you deal in lies, that (c) you do not believe me. 

6) which of you convicteth, etc. (v. 46), a new turn of thought, i. e. (a) you do not believe 
me, (b) yet you cannot prove a charge of sin against me, and so (c) discredit the truth 
of my words, (d) why then " if," etc., " do ye not believe ? " (e) you are rejecting the 
message of a man of sinless life. 

7) shall never see death, etc. (v. 51), note the course of thought in vs. 47-51, i. e. (a) v. 47, 
it is all explained because you are not God's children, (b) v. 48, such a charge assures us 
that you are beside yourself, (c) v. 49, not so, you are insulting me for upholding God's 
cause in denying that you are His children, (d) v. 50, but I do not care to praise myself, 
God will defend his own cause, (e) v. 51. only be sure of this, for it is a fact (do with it 
what you will), a man shall not die, (f) if he carefully observes and obeys my teaching 
(cf. v. 31). 

3* Historical Points: 

1) Abraham rejoiced, etc. (v. 56), lit. " rejoiced in order that he might see," etc., i. e. (a) 
rejoiced at what he saw, and with a view to seeing more, (b) of my manifestation to the 
world, (c) as pre-incarnate or incarnate saviour? 

2) he saw it, etc., i. e. (a) as it was manifested in the deliverance of Isaac, (b) in some spe- 
cial revelation granted to him on earth, or (c) in paradise (consider the use of the past 
tense) ? 

3) Note the points concerning Jesus and his past life here (a) v. 58, his consciousness of 
his personality, (b) v. 56, his consciousness of his past, (c) v. 46, his consciousness of his 
moral character, (d) his age as suggested in v. 57. 

4. Manners and Customs: 

1) Took up stones therefore, etc. (v. 59), (a) they thought he spoke blasphemy, and (b) 
therefore would stone him, cf. Lev. 24 : 16. 

5. Comparison of Material : 

1) He was a murderer, etc., (v. 44), consider the reference whether to (a) bringing death 
into the world by the fall, or (b) the death of Abel, cf. Gen. 2, 3. 

2) Observe correspondence in certain points with the Synoptic Gospels, e. g. (a) the idea 
of descent from Abraham, cf. Mt. 3 : 9, (b) Jesus called a demoniac, cf. Mk. 3 : 22, (note 
the argument there, vs. 23-30, the differences and resemblances to this passage,) (c) the 
figure of " sonship," cf. Mt. 5 : 45; 23 : 31-33. 

6. Literary Data: 

1) Notice examples of literary characteristics already mentioned, e. g. (a) conversational, 
vivid, style, (b) parallelism vs. 38, 42, 43, 47, etc. (c) familiar words and phrases, vs. 32, 
49, 51, etc. 

2) Consider (a) the allusions to Jewish customs, (b) the knowledge of Jewish life displayed 
here as bearing on the question, (c) is the author a Palestinian Jew ? 

7. Review: 

In view of the work done in this "re-examination," the student may make a further study 
of 1 and 2. 
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4. Religious Teaching : Would you have thought that these 
" Jews" who at first believed that what Jesus said was true, would 
end by denying that same truth and rejecting him whom they ac- 
knowledged to be without sin and from God? Yet this was what 
they did — and all because they refused to make this truth a part of 
their lives, to act upon it, yield to it, "abide" in it. It is not 
enough that the " word " of Jesus impresses you as a true " word." 
You must let it have free course in you, give it the ruling of your 
life. Only thus will it be to you the potency of freedom, the power 
of endless life. 

Re'sumd. 

JESUS MANIFESTED AS THE SON OF GOD. 

Part I. The Introduction. 

Division I. The " Word' 11 and the World, i : 1-13. 
Division II. The " Word 1 '' is Jesus the Christ. 1: 14-18. 

Part II. The Early Manifestation of Jesus and the Belief on Him. 

Division I. The Testimonies 0/ John. 1 : 19-36. 

Division II. The Belief 0/ the First Disciples. 1 : 37-51. 

Division III. The First Sign in Galilee. 2 : 1-12. 

Division IV. The Manifestation injudea. 2 : 13-3 : 36. 

Division V. The Manifestation in Samaria. 4 : 1-42. 

Division VI. The Second Sign in Galilee. 4 : 43-54. 

Part III. The Central Manifestation and the Conflict. 

Division I. The Outbreak of Opposition at Jerusalem. 5:1-47. 

§ 1. 5 : 1-9. The " Sign " on the Sabbath. 
§ 2. 5 : 10-18. The Protests of the " Jews." 
§ 3. 5 : 19-47. The Response of Jesus. 

IT 1. 5 : 19-30. "The Son and the Father are at One." 

ir 2. 5 : 31-47. "The Father witnesses to the Son." 

The Crisis of Galilean Faith. 6 : 1-71. 

The " Sign "—the Feeding of the Multitude. 

The Outcome of the " Sign." 

Colloquy with the People ; " the Real Bread." 

Colloquies with the " Jews " ; " Eating the Flesh and Blood." 

The Dark Issue and the Gleam of Light. 

Clearer Light and Sharper Conflict at Jerusalem. 7 : 1-8 : 59, 

The Situation at the P'east of Tabernacles. 
"I teach and come from God." 
The Attempt to Arrest him and its Failure. 
11. The Episode of the Adulteress.] 
" The Father is always with me." 
" Obey my Word ; in it alone is your Salvation." 
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Division /V. 9 : 1-10 : 42. The Forma! Breach with the Religious 

Leaders. 

§ i. Chapter 9 : 1-38. 

1. The Scripture Material : 

1) Vs. 1, 2. Jesus, looking at a man born blind, is asked by the disciples, Did 
this blindness come because of his sin or that of his parents ? 

2) vs. 3-5. He replies, Because of neither; but that I may manifest God's works 
in him while I am here as the word's light. 

3) vs. 6, 7. Thereupon he puts upon the man's eyes earth which he has mois- 
tened with spittle, and sends him to wash in the Pool of Siloam (i. e. " Sent") ; 
having done which he comes seeing. 

4) vs. 8, 9. People, knowing that he was once a blind beggar, question whether 
he is the man they had known ; he says, I am. 

5) vs. 10-12. They ask how he received sight. He tells them how Jesus did it. 
They ask for Jesus, but he does not know where he is. 

6) vs. 13-16. The Pharisees, to whom he was brought, investigate the cure, and 
as it was done on the Sabbath, are divided as to its bearing on the character 
of Jesus, whether it testifies to or against his divine mission. 

7) v. 17. They ask the man's estimate of Jesus ; he replies, A Prophet. 

8) vs. 18-23. The "Jews" doubt his ever having been blind, until his parents 
testify that he was born so> though they will say nothing about his cure because 
they fear the " Jews," who have decided to cast out Jesus' followers. 

9) vs. 24, 25. They recall the man, and bid him give glory to God as they know 
Jesus is a sinner ; he answers, Whether he is a sinner or not, I know that once 
blind I now see. 

10) vs. 26-29. They ask how he did it. He answers, Do you ask with a view to 
being his disciples ? They reply, We are disciples of Moses, God's prophet. 
Where does he come from, whose disciple you are ? 

11) vs. 30-34. He says, Strange, you cannot tell, when he has given me sight. 
God is with good men, not bad. He must be from God to open my eyes. 
They reply, You, a sinner from birth, teach us ? They cast him out. 

12) vs. 35-38. Jesus finds him, says, Do you believe in the Son of God? Find- 
ing him willing, he reveals himself to him, and receives his faith and worship. 



2. Sight given to a blind man ; what comes of it : One 

Sabbath day, Jesus, in passing, beholds in a blind beggar the 
opportunity for manifesting the merciful work of God which he 
himself is in the world to reveal to men. Making clay of earth 
mixed with his spittle, he anoints the man's eyes, and bids him 
wash in the Pool of Siloam. He comes back seeing. His old 
acquaintances wonder whether he is the same man ; they ask 
how it happened ; they learn how Jesus did it ; but Jesus him- 
self is not to be found. 

They bring the case to the attention of the Pharisees, who, 
finding that Jesus in doing it had violated the Sabbath, are 
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divided in their opinion about him. They find the man thinks 
him a prophet. The "Jews" now summon the man's parents, 
who certify to his being born blind, but, for fear of excommuni- 
cation with which Jesus' followers are threatened, will say nothing 
of the cure. Then the man is urged to confess the truth, for the 
"Jews" know that Jesus is a sinner, and that his authority has 
no basis of fact compared with the Divine commission of Moses, 
whose disciples they are. But he insists that to do such a work 
as this, of giving him sight, Jesus must be sent from God. 
Thereupon with insults they excommunicate him. 

But Jesus finds him, and calls forth his faith in the Messiah. 
The man only waits to know him as the Messiah, when he at 
once accepts and worships him. 



3. Re-examination of the Material : 

1. Words and Phrases : 

1) Who did sin, etc. (v. 2), note the argument (a) some one must have sinned that such a 
thing should be permitted, (b) how could they connect it with the sin of the man him- 
self? 

2) neither did this man, etc. (v. 3), (a) not, no sin had been committed by them, but (b) 
they had -committed no sin that resulted in this affliction. 

3) day .... night (v. 4), either (a) life, death, (b) time for labor, time for rest, (c) season 
of opportunity, the passing away of it. 

4) sent (v. 7), a symbolic reference to Jesus as the "sent" of God. 

5) bring to the Pharisees (v. 13), (a) a formal meeting ? (b) why bring him ? 

6) give glory to God (v. 24), is this an exhortation, (a) to give God all the credit for the 
cure, or (b) to confess the truth about the matter, cf. Josh. 7 : 19. 

7) would ye also^ etc. (v. 27), i. e. (a) ye as well as so many others, or (b) ye as well as I ? 

8) altogether born in sin (v. 34), (a) a reference to his former infirmity, (b) note a possible 
connection with v. 2. 

9) cast him out, i. e. (a) either, ejected him from the place, or (b) excommunicated him. 
10) son 0/ God {v. 35), note margin, and decide which reading accords better with the con- 
text. 

2. Connections of Thought: 

1) As he passed, etc. (v. 1), either (a) on some occasion indefinite as to time and place, or 
(b) from the temple whence he had been driven (8 : 59), (c) note in that case the close 
connection with ch. 8. 

2) but that, etc. (v. 3), i. e. (a) it was not their sin that caused the affliction, (b) but, the 
affliction is permitted, (c) in order that God's mercy may be manifested in removing it. 

3) again therefore, etc. (v. 15), i. e. fa) asthe deed was done on the Sabbath, (b) the Phari- 
sees wanted him to say again how it was done, (c) to see whether it was a breach of 
Sabbath observance. 

4) they say therefore, etc. (v. 17), i. e. (a) because they could not agree, (b) they conclude 
to leave the matter to the man, (c) and so they say, etc., (d) did they hope that he would 
say something against Jesus ? 

5) thefews therefore, etc. (v. 18), i. e. (a) the authorities, hostile to Jesus, take a hand, (b) 
because of the man's favorable witness, (c) they must discredit his story, (d) therefore 
they deny the fact. 

6) so they called, etc. (v. 24), i. e. (a) the parents threw the responsibility on him, (b) and 
the u Jews " must somehow overawe and silence the man, (c) therefore they bid him 

confess, etc. 

7) -we know, etc., i. e. (a) do not try to lie about this thing, (b) for we know what kind of 
a man he is, (c) so you may as well confess. 
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8) he therefore answered, etc. (v. 25), i. e. (a) since he was thus adjured to tell the truth, 

(b) he therefore confines himself to the exact facts of his knowledge. , 

9) they said therefore, etc. (v. 26), i. e. (a) having apparently frightened him into telling 
the facts, (b) they proceed to seek for the exact facts about Jesus' methods, (c) hoping 
to reduce the whole thing to naught, (d) and so they said, etc. 

10) and who is he, etc. (v. 36), i. e. (a) I am ready to do so, (b) and am only waiting to know 
who, etc. 

3. Historical Points; 

Study the whole episode from the following points of view : 

1) The purpose of Jesus in healing the man. 

2) The attitude of the people (vs. 8-12). 

3) The course of the examination, (a) the Pharisees, (b) the Jews, (c) the determination to 
which they have come (v. 22). 

4) The purpose of the examination, as it related to (a) the man, (b) Jesus. 

5) The growth of faith in the man. 

6) The attitude of Jesus (a) toward the man, (b) significance of accepting an excommuni- 
cated man, (c) the formula of faith (v. 35). 

7) The meaning and issue of the whole affair. 

4. Manners and Customs: 

1) Vs. 6, 7. Note (a) Jesus' method of cure, (b) connection with medical ideas of the time, 

(c) the purpose of this method, (1) symbolic of Jesus and his work, (2) practically help- 
ful. 

2 ) beggar (v. 8), characteristic feature in Jewish life ? 

3) put out of the Synagogue (v. 22), look up the kinds of excommunication and the signifi- 
cance of the penalty. 

5. Comparison of Material : 

Consider reasons for the omission of this miracle from the Synoptical Gospels. 

6. Geographical Points: 

Pool of Si loam (v. 7), consider its place, history and use. 

7. Literary Data : 

1) Which is by interpretation (v. 7), (a) cf. 1 : 38, 42 ; 6:4, (b) an element in determining' 
whether the writer was a Hebrew. 

2) note (a) familiar phrases in vs. 3-5, etc., (b) familiar modes of literary style throughout 
the passage. 

3) Study the narrative as the production of (a) an eye-witness, (b) one perfectly familiar 
with the Jewish thought of the time. 

8. Review: 

A careful attention to the above material has prepared the student for going over again 
the work of 1 and 2 with critical study. 



4. Religious Teaching : Having observed at each stage of the 
narrative the faithfulness of the man to his knozv ledge a7id experi- 
ence of Jesus, you ask, What was the reivard of this faithfulness ? 
Acceptance of his statements and favorable consideration on the 
part of his examiners f Far from it. He received insult and ex- 
communication. This was his recompense — a progressive apprehen- 
sion of God and His son Jesus Christ, consummated in the presence 
and self-revelation of Jesus as the Son of God. This is the best, 
the highest I'eturn for our fidelity that God gives us — more of 
Himself Such a supreme boon He will bestow on every one who is 
faithful. 
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§ 2. Chapter 9 : 39-10 :2i. 

Remark. — Jesus has accepted the man whom the religious leaders have attempted to keep from 
him, and, failing in this, have cast out. He offers his comments upon their conduct, and upon 
the spirit and results of such leadership as they manifest. 

J. The Scripture Material: 

1) Ch. 9 : 39. Jesus says, My coming was for judgment, to condemn the seeing 
to blindness, and to give sight to the blind. 

2) vs. 40, 41. To Pharisees with him, asking whether they too are blind, he re- 
plies, Were you blind, you would be free from sin; it abides, because you pro- 
fess to see. 

3) ch. 10 : 1, 2. Be assured that he who enters the sheepfold by the door is the 
shepherd ; those who enter otherwise are thieves. 

4) vs. 3-5 The porter admits the shepherd, the sheep obey his call, and, know- 
ing his voice, follow his lead ; but they will not follow when a strange voice 
calls. 

5) v. 6. (This parable conveys no meaning to them.) 

6) vs. 7-9. Jesus adds, I am the door — all before me being thieves not obeyed 
by the sheep — through which whoever enters has salvation, and finds pasture, 

7) v. 10. The thief's purpose is to steal and kill, mine to give life in abundance. 

8) v. 11. I am the good shepherd, who even dies for the sheep. 

9) vs. 12, 13. The hireling fears when the wolf comes, and leaves the sheep to 
be worried, for he has no real care for them. 

10) vs. 14, 15. But I and my sheep know one another as the Father and I know 
one another — and I die for them. 

11) v. 16. My sheep from another fold shall be collected and obey me, and flock 
and shepherd shall be one. 

12) vs. 17, iS. The Father loves me, because, according to His wish, I, of my own 
free will, give up my own life to take it again. 

13) vs. 19-21. The " Jews " divide in their opinion of him, questioning whether 
he can be a demoniac and say such things, or give the blind sight. 

2. " The True Leader and the False Ones : " Jesus says, 
" I am in the world that in me men may be judged, the ignorant 
enlightened, the wise blinded." Interested Pharisees interrupt, 
saying, " You would not call us blind in either sense, would 
you ? " But he replies, " Sin remains with you, too, because you 
claim superior insight." [He proceeds.] " Listen to me ! Only 
a robber avoids the door of a sheepfold. A shepherd is admitted 
by the porter, and calls out his own sheep ; they obediently fol- 
low his lead, though they would flee from a stranger." [They 
are at a loss to find his meaning in this enigma, and so he pro- 
ceeds.]. "Listen! I am like that door. For those who, before 
I came, sought to lead the people, but taught them not to look 
for me, are simply thieves with purposes of destruction. But those 
who honor me shall find life for themselves and for the people. 
For I am here to give life in abundance. I am the ideal shep- 
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herd, too, for I am ready to die for my disciples. There are 
teachers, like hired tenders of sheep before the wolf, who sacri- 
fice the people to their own selfish interests, so little real regard 
have they for them. But I and my disciples are as closely 
drawn together as I and the Father are — even my disciples in 
other nations, too, whom in due time I shall gather into the one 
flock. In carrying out this work, I expect to give my life for 
them. That is my Father's desire, and I freely accept it. He 
loves me because I thus give up my life with the purpose of 
taking it again (all of my own free choice), and finishing the 
work." 

The " Jews " again discuss him, the majority thinking him a 
demoniac, some urging the absurdity of such an idea. 



3. Re-examination of the Material: 

1. Words and Phrases: 

1) They which see (9 : 39), i. e. either (a) those who think themselves righteous, or (b) those 
who have their own ideas of the Christ and his work. 

2) Pharisees .... with him (v. 40), are these (a) spying enemies, (b) disciples partially 
persuaded, (c) who, yet, have their preconceptions of the Christ ? 

3) sin (v. 41), is this (a) sin in general, or (b) the particular sin of declining to submit and 
accept Jesus as the Christ ? 

4) understood not, etc. (10 : 6), how could they have failed to understand ? 

5) door o/the sheep (v. 7), i. e. (a) to or for the sheep, (b) if you would get at the people to 
lead them, you must accept me as the Christ. 

6) came be/ore me, etc., (v. 8), (a) i. e. in time, (b) note use of "came " (cf. Lk. 7 : 19), as 
false Christs or self-instructed teachers. 

7) any man (v. 9), i. e. either (a) any one who would lead or teach the people, (b) any per- 
son whatsoever, whether teacher or taught. 

8) find pasture, either (a) for himself, or better (b) for the " flock." 

9) layeth down his life (v. 11), (a) i. e. defends to the last extremity, (b) with tne purpose 
of saving the sheep, (c) any reference to ransoming them by his life ? 

10) I have power, etc. (v. 18), is this (a) the authority to do what is specified, or (b) liberty 
of doing or not doing the things specified ? (c) was Jesus' resurrection in his own 
power ? 

11) this commandment received I, etc. (a) was he commanded to die and rise again, or (b) 
was this a command that he should be free to do so or not, (c) when did he receive it ? 

12) division .... among the Jews (v. 19), even the hostile authorities are impressed. 

2. Connections of Thought: 

1) And Jesus said (§. 39), i. e. (a) and so he said, (b) summing up the situation of ch. 9. 

2) are we also, etc. (v. 40), either (a) as well as the common people, or (b) like those other 
Pharisees who oppose you. 

3) I say unto you, etc. (10 : 1), note relations of thought, (a) Jesus addresses these proud, 
half-persuaded religious teachers, (b) instructing them as to the character of false teach- 
ers and the results of their teaching, (c) pointing out the dependence of all teachers on 
himself, (d) separating himself and his disciples from all false teachers. 

4) Jesus there/ore, etc. (v. 7), i. e. (a) as they did not comprehend, (b) there/ore he ex- 
plained what he meant by (1) the door (vs. 7-10), (2) the shepherd (vs. 11-18). 

5) and I know, etc. (v. 14), i. e. (a) and so I know, (b) since I am the ideal shepherd, (c) I 
am on the most intimate terms of sympathy with my disciples. 

6) and I lay down, etc., i.e., (a) and so I lay down, etc., (b) because the relation to my dis- 
ciples is so close. 

7) there/ore doth, etc. (v. 17), i. e. (a) the Father loves me on this account, (b) because I 
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give up my life, etc., (c) with the purpose of taking it up again, (d) with all the intimate 
relations with and former activities in behalf of the disciples, (e) i. e. rising to a com- 
pleter life and a larger service on behalf of men. 
8) no one taketh, etc. (v. 18), i. e. (a) when I come to be put to death as I foresee, (b) it will 
be of my own free will to submit to death, (c) in spite of what my murderers may claim, 
(d) for I am acting under my Father's authorization. 

S. Manners and Customs: 

Make a careful study of the pastoral life as illustrated here, e. g. (a) sheep and sheepfolds, 
(b) shepherds, (c) thief (10 : i), crafty like Judas (cf. 12 : 6), and robber, violent like 
Barabbas (cf. 18 : 40), (d) the wolf (10 : 12), (e) other points. 

4. Comparison of Material : 

1) Make a study of the comparison of false teachers to shepherds here in connection with 
Jer. 23 : 1-4; Ezek. 34 ; Zech. n : 4-17. 

2) / am the door, etc. (10 : 4), cf. for similar teaching Matt. 7 : 13, 14 ; Lk. 13 : 23-28. 

3) good shepherd, etc. (10 : 11), cf. Lk. 15 : 3-7 ; Mt. 18 : 12-14 for similar teaching. 

5. Literary Data : 

1) Note (a) familiar phrases, e. g. verily (10 : 1, 7), etc., (b) repetitious style, e. g. 10 : n, 
(cf. 1 : i-s). 

2) this parable (10 : 16), (a) observe different word for " parable " from that used in synop- 
tic gospels, (b) compare this parable and its interpretation with the synoptic parables, 
e. g. Mk. 4 : 1-20. 

3) other sheep, etc., (10 : 16), (a) observe reference to Gentiles, (b) that they are even now 
disciples,— who are particularly referred to ? (c) note the universal element, cf. 3 : 14, 
15, etc., (d) bearing of this thought on this authorship ? 

4) open the eyes, etc. (10 : 21), (a) note reference to episode of ch. 9, (b) bearing of this 
upon connection of chapters 9 and 10 : 1-21 ? 

6. Review: 

The student may review the material of 1 and 2, with the aid of the points considered 
above. 

4. Religious Teaching : The fellowship of Jesus the Christ 
with His followers, is, as we are here taught, both a source of en- 
couragement and a solemn lesson to them. The personal relation 
sustained by Him to each one and every one, the wonderful love 
that exists between them — a love on His part that stops not short 
of death — may well cheer and beautify the life. But not less impor- 
tant is it for them to remember that as examples to others, whether 
leaders, teachers, helpers of mankind, they must efface themselves 
and represent Him.. Self-commissioned teachers and leaders will 
only waste their own life, while their service to others must in the 
end prove a mockery and a failure. 



§ 3. Chapter 10 : 22-42. 

Remark. — The unmistakable words of Jesus have had their effect even on the " Jews." 
Whether in real earnestness or with malicious purpose they push the question to an issue. Jesus 
accepts it. The next scene raises the struggle to what is thus far its intensest point. 

I. The Scripture Material : 

1) Vs. 22, 23. At the feast of dedication in the winter Jesus walks in Solomon's 
porch at Jerusalem. 
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2) vs. 24, 25. Asked by the "Jews " to state clearly whether he is the Christ, he 
says, You do not believe what I say ; what I do in the Father's name is testi- 
mony. 

3) vs. 26-30. You are not of my sheep and so believe not ; my sheep I know, 
they obey me, and I keep them forever ; my Father has given them to me, 
from Him they cannot be taken ; I am one with Him. 

4) vs. 31-33. When they would stone him, he asks, For which of the Father's 
deeds that I do, would you stone me. They answer, Not for these, but because 
you, a man, claim to be equal with God. 

5) vs. 34-36. He replies, Your law calls men to whom God spoke " Gods " j 
why then accuse of blasphemy one calling himself Son of God, when the 
Father set him apart for a mission to mankind ? 

6) vs. 37, 38. Do not believe me if I do not His works ; but if I do, believe the 
works, that you may see that I and the Father are one. 

7) vs. 39, 40. He escapes their attempt to take him, and stays in John's country 
across Jordan. 

8) vs. 41, 42. Many come and believe on him there, saying, John did no signs, 
but he told the truth about this man. 

2. The Tumult at the Feast of Dedication : Jesus is in 
Jerusalem again, walking in the temple at the Feast of Dedica- 
tion. " Jews " gather round him and demand a definite state- 
ment about his being the Christ. He refers them to his previous 
words and to the Divine works he has done. Then he adds, 
" You do not believe because you do not belong to those whom 
the Father has given to me. They yield themselves up to me, 
and I give them eternal life and keep them forever. Indeed, 
the almighty Father keeps them, and certainly they cannot be 
taken from Him. This is simply to say — ' I am one with the 
Father.' " They start to stone him, but he confronts them with 
the question, " For which of the deeds done at the Father's bid- 
ding do you propose to stone me ? " They retort with the 
charge of outrageous blasphemy, but he quotes the Law to show 
that men who are God's representatives are there called ' Gods,' 
and argues that one whom the Father has especially commis- 
sioned to represent Him should not be accused of blasphemy in 
calling himself the Son of God. " At least," he adds, " let the 
deeds of the Father which I do show that we are one." They 
would now arrest him, but he retires to the scene of John's first 
work, and there makes many disciples who recognize John's tes- 
timony to Jesus — given in that region — as true. 

3. Re-examination of the Material : 

I. Words and Phrases: 

1) Was walkings etc. (v. 23), i. e. (a) and teaching, (b) in the porch, on account of tht 
weather. 
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2) came round about him (v. 24), was it a hostile movement ? 

3) how long, etc., consider the motive and spirit of the question, (a) vexed uncertainty, (b) 
desire to secure ground for accusation if he spoke, (c) wish to prejudice the people 
against him if he refused. 

4) the Scripture cannot be broken (v. 35), i. e. (a) this particular passage, (b) cannot be ex- 
plained away, (c) as was the habit of the rabbis. 

5) whom the Father, etc. (v. 36), a fragment of autobiography. 

6) believe the works (v. 38) i. e. (a) accept the testimony that the works bring, (b) to the 
person doing them, (c) that he is in fellowship with the Father. 

7) again to take him (v. 39), (a) not to stone him, (b) but to arrest him as in 7 : 30, 32, 44, 
(c) and to try him for blasphemy. 

8) went away again, etc. (v. 40), when had he gone there before (1) after the words of 10 : 
1-18, or (2) cf. 1 : 28, 29? 

9) believed on him (v. 42), i. e. accepted him as the Christ. 

2. Connections of Thought: 

1) The Jews therefore, etc. (v. 24), can we say (a) because he had been away from Jer. for 
a season, and nothing definite had transpired, (b) but now he appeared again in Jer., (c) 
they there/ore come, etc. ? 

2) vs. 25-30. Note order of thought, (a) you do not believe my words or my works, (b) 
the reason is clear, you are not chosen to be my followers, you are left out, you the 
religious leaders of the nation are passed over, (c) my followers, the true Israel, submit 
themselves to me, they have no cause to fear from you, I keep them safe, (d) or, rather, 
my Father has them under His protection, (e) I and He are one. 

3) I and the Father are one (v. 30), is this (a) they are safe in my hand, (b) safe in His 
hand, (c) they cannot be snatched from either, (d) the power in each case is of the same 
invincible kind, (e) therefore I and the Father are one? 

4) Jesus answered, etc. (v. 32), i. e. (a) they threaten him with stoning, (b) he answers 
their threat, (c) note the attitude of fearless defiance, and cf. 8 : 59. 

5) because I said, etc. (v. 36), was this really what he said ? 

6) John indeed did, etc. (v. 41), i. e. (a) great prophets perform "signs," to substantiate 
their words, (b) John did not do this, (c) yet he spoke the truth about Jesus, (d) is the 
remark an indirect argument for the reality of Jesus' signs ? 

3. Manners and Customs: 

1) Feast of the dedication (v. 22), learn something of the origin, date and character of this 
feast. 

2) winter, note the length and character of the winter season. 

4* Comparison of Material :. 

Written in your law, etc. (v. 34), make a careful study of this argument, (a) the original 
reference Ps. 82 : 6 and its details, (b) the phrase " word of God came," equivalent to 
(1) given authority from God, or (2) made the mouthpiece for the will of God, (c) is this 
a virtual weakening of Jesus' whole case ? (d) note a similar use of an O. T. passage 
in the Synoptics, Mk. 12 : 35-37. 

5* Literary Data : 

1) Not of my sheep (v. 26), (a) note similar teaching to that of 10 : 1-18, (b) bearing of this 
on the relation in time of these sections ? 

2) observe the lyrical form of verses 27. 28, noting parallelism, etc. 

3) collect familiar words and forms of expression. 

6. Historical Points: 

1) Solomon's porch (v. 23), investigate its history, etc. 

2) beyond Jordan, etc. (v. 40), (a) note the place, (b) why that region ? (c) how long did he 
stay, (d) consider the historic associations connected with it, (e) what record have we 
of this stay? (f) a peaceful, prosperous ministry. 

3) and it was the feast, etc. (v. 22), consider the relation of this section to the preceding 
material, (a) reasons for regarding Chs. 9 and 10 as all connected with this feast, (b) rea- 
sons for connecting the preceding material with the feast of tabernacles, (c) what length 
of time would then intervene ? 

4) Sum up the situation and its issues: 

(a) The outcome of the episode of the blind man. 

(b) the new attitude assumed by Jesus. 



366 The Gospel of John. [June, 

(c) the development of this purpose of separation. 

(d) its culmination in 10 : 22-42. 

7. Review: 

The student may review points 1 and 2 in the light of work just done in the examina- 
tion of the material. 

4. Religious Teaching : Jesus makes permanent and strong — 
as none others can — the bond that brings the least of his followers 
into fellowship with the Father of all. He proclaims this blessed 
fact at a time when crafty and malignant foes seek to overawe him 
and send doubt or terror among his disciples. Surely, in the midst 
of life, with its tumult and turmoil, its doubt and danger, the 
assurance comes not amiss that " the sheep cannot be snatched from 
the Father s hand'' 



